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ABSTRACT

Rural development has been attempted in Zimbabweior to independence and in the post-indepehdem
While results have been meager, very few studies htiempted to give a portrayal of the state afetlqpment in certain
places. Moreover, few studies attend to localizqaeeences of such development. This study makeslast contribution
towards filling this lacuna. It employs Michael tdp’s urban bias theory as a theoretical framewtirkmake sense of the
situation in Zimbabwe. Using a case study appro#wh study focussed on Nkayi District in MatabeidldNorth province.
Within the case study, purposively selected intgrsiand observations were conducted. The findinggdhat (1) not all
key development has been state-led; (2) smallestiidive been made in terms of infrastructure aadelstrides tend to be
sector specific; (3) Nkayi suffers from poor infrastural development, and; (4) resident’s perceps$ of service delivery

in such sectors as health and education are averagee main.
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